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Followers of Christ, called to serve our community
and be an actively-engaging light to the world.

We live into our faith, inspired by our worship, encouraged by our fellowship,
empowered by our studies. As a Matthew 25 Congregation, we answer the call to
provide food and shelter to those in need. As a More Light Presbyterians
Congregation, we provide a safe and affirming worshiping community for
LGBTQIA+ persons, celebrating the uniqueness and dignity of each person as they
seek a home for their faith and confidence in the promises of God for them.




September 8, 2024
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

PRELUDE To a Wild Rose Edward MacDowell, arr. Anthea Smith
CHIMING OF THE HOUR
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
We are delighted that you have joined us this Lord’s Day. If you’d like to learn more about our
mission and ministry, we invite you to speak to Rev. Susan. Restrooms & changing table are at
the end of the hall to the left. Thank you for being with us!

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD
CHORAL INTROIT What is the world like when God's will is done? (GTG #771, vs. 1-2)
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul! Do not put your trust in
princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help.
Congregation: Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose
hope is in the Lord their God.

CHILDREN’S TIME Gloria Burns

PRAYER OF THE DAY Robert D. Young
Dear God, help us to live with faith and with optimism and with
buoyancy, and to trust that you will be in tomorrow as you are in today.
Give us stability when we falter, turn our tears into laughter; grant us
resilience and the beneficence of your grace. Lift us up when we fall; and
may the resurrection be a reality to each of us- resurrection from our
discouragement, defeats and from death itself. Amen.

*HYMN 37 Let All Things Now Living

CALL TO CONFESSION
God knows us completely. God knows our hearts and discerns our thoughts. Let
us then confess what we carry within us that does not honor God or God’s path
of righteousness.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy God, although we honor you with our words and worship, our hearts
are often far from you. We are quick to judge, quick to exclude, quick to
put others down instead of building them up. Forgive us, God. Help us
amend our ways. Help us embrace the inclusive love you graciously offer
us and expect us to offer others. Amen.

HEARING GOD’S WORD
CHORAL RESPONSE What is the world like when God's will is done? (GTG #771, vs. 3-4)
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare to you, in the
name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. May the God of mercy, who forgives you
all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI HYMN NO. 581
Glory be to the Creator, and to the Christ and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end!
Amen, amen

*Please stand as you are able.



ANTHEM Simple Gifts arr. Robert W. Lehman

'Tis the gift to be simple, 'tis the gift to be free
'Tis the gift to come down where we ought to be,
And when we find ourselves in the place just right,
"Twill be in the valley of love and delight.

When true simplicity is gain'd,
to bow and to bend we shan't be asham'd,
to turn, turn will be our delight,
Till by turning, turning we come 'round right.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Open us, Eternal God, to your Word read and proclaimed. Help us not to
turn from your truth or avoid and distract ourselves from your message.
Help us be receptive to the wisdom you offer in this worship moment.

SCRIPTURE READINGS Pew Bible Page #
OLD TESTAMENT Deuteronomy 33:26-29 OT P 191
OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 43:14-21 OT P 672
NEW TESTAMENT Romans 8:31-39 NT P 158
SERMON View from the Penthouse Reverend John Lamsma
*HYMN 610 O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
MINUTE FOR MISSION Linda Bradley

INVITATION TO OFFERING

abundant gifts. Let us faithfully respond to our generous God, by o
presenting our tithes and offerings. You may present your offering at the '='
front of the sanctuary, or if you prefer to contribute electronically, you :
can do so using the PayPal QR Code in your bulletin or visit our website
at fpcmilledgeville.org.

Scan. Pay Go.

OFFERTORY Prelude in C Minor Frederic Chopin, arr. Colin Hand
*DOXOLOGY Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION
Holy God, how often we take for granted all that we have. How often we
fail to recognize how blessed we are. Take these gifts we give in response
to your generosity and use them to further Christ’s mission and ministry
in a hurting world. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
BEARING GOD’S WORD INTO THE WORLD
*HYMN 286 Breathe on Me, Breath of God
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Go in Peace. AMEN!
CHORAL BENEDICTION These are the stories that Jesus imparts  (GTG #771, vs. 5)
POSTLUDE March from ‘Scipio’  G. F.Handel, arr. Noel Rawsthorne

Special thanks to Reverend John Lamsma for leading us in worship today.

Liturgy written by Teri McDowell Ott , provided by Presbyterian Outlook



LIMITED MOBILITY
CHURCH FAMILY: Helen Danuser

Wesley Applebury, cancer recurrence and treatment, attending seminary in Atlanta,
Columbia Theological Seminary, D. Wesley Applebury, Box 289, 701 S. Columbia Dr.,
Decatur, GA 30030

Jack Bivens, recovering from surgery in hospital

Nan Carpenter, ongoing health concerns

Ellen Thompson, waiting on double hip replacement

EXTENDED FAMILY:

Nannette Green Allen, childhood friend of Margaret Ivester with serious health issues
Brad Blackham, friend of Jennifer Flory, open heart surgery/valve replacement and
recovery

Judy Bledsoe, Mary Lucik’s daughter, recovering from car accident

Michael Bledsoe, Mary Lucik’s grandson, multiple health concerns

Brittany Caruthers, Sunda Coleman’s niece, ongoing health concerns

Bella Covone, Susan Balfour’s niece, idiopathic hypertension

Susan Eilers, Mary Lucik’s friend, cancer surgery

Don Goggans, Elaine Goggans’ son, stage four cancer

Marshall Hodgman, Donna Gautier’s son, facing heart surgery

Alonzo Kelley, Craig Callender’s father, Stage 4 Melenoma

Velma Kelley, Craig Callender’s grandmother, ongoing health concerns

Elizabeth Knobel, Carolyn Morgan’s daughter, ongoing health concerns

Ben Morgan, Jennifer Flory’s brother, ongoing concerns

Janie Mullis, Bill Werts’ son-in-law’s mother, ongoing health concerns

Joanne Murphy, Kathy Carroll’s mother, ongoing health issues- at Carlyle House in
Macon

Paul Orman, Barbra Orman’s husband, ongoing health concerns

Chris Pearson, Sunda Coleman’s son, recovering at home; dialysis

Runette Pounds, Sunda Coleman’s mother, ongoing health concerns

Gloria Roberts, Bill Werts’ cousin, recovering from a traumatic fall

Paul Schrage, Carrie Cook’s father, ongoing health concerns

Bob Smart, Anne Smart’s husband, ankylosing spondylitis

Windy Spaide, Craig Callender’s sister, ongoing health concerns

Randy Stewart, Haywood Edwards son-in-law, ongoing health concerns

Ike Thomas, ongoing cancer treatments

Jeanene Vinson, former secretary at FPC, ongoing health concerns

Dudley Weathers, Anne Weathers’ husband, at home in hospice care

Wayne Woodard, Ruby Werts’ brother, diagnosed with Parkinson’s

IN ASSISTED LIVING

George and Nan Carpenter, PO Box 527, Jefferson, GA 30549

Jude Hirsch, Fellowship Home at Meriwether, 10 Meriwether Place

Nancy Holbrook, The Dublin Place, 504 Fire Tower Rd, Dublin GA 31021
Maryanne Morris, Fellowship Home at Meriwether, 10 Meriwether Place

Jackie Northington, Fellowship Home at Meriwether, 10 Meriwether Place, Ste 118
Suzy Smith, Savannah Court 1061 Willow Run Rd., Unit 4, Greensboro GA 30642




THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH: September 8- September 15

Today 9:30 Sunday School
10:15 Children’s Sunday School
11:00 Worship

1:00 The Bridge UMC Worship
5:00 PW Bible Study

Monday 6:30 PFLAG
7:00 MSG

Tuesday 9:30 Food Pantry

11:00 PW Bible Study
12:00 Kiwanis

Wednesday 6:30 Pot Luck and Bible Study
Thursday 2:00 FPC Book Club
Sunday 9:30 Sunday School

10:15 Children’s Sunday School
11:00 Worship

1:00 The Bridge UMC Worship
1:30 Homeless Awareness Club
Offerings in September $4,611.00

Anticipated September expenses: $21,424.00
(Monthly expenditures may exceed anticipated amounts)

Join us for worship in-person, online at Facebook Live or
on the radio at 102.3 WKZR radio every week.

Sunday: 9:30AM Zoom Sunday School Class, we are

studying The Collected Sermons of Walter Brueggemann

www.Zoom.com, Meeting ID: 852 8172 1781

Passcode: 085809

Fellowship Sunday School Class, studying Final Words From the Cross
by Adam Hamilton, meeting in the Parlor Room

10:15AM  Children’s Sunday School Class, singing, crafts and stories,
meeting in the Craft Room Upstairs

Wednesday: 6:30PM Wednesday Night Potluck and Bible Study, studying

the video series “Living the Questions 2.0”, meeting in the

Fellowship Hall

We're 3

Matthew 25
\ church
. peusa.org/matthew2s




CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

37 Let All Things Now Living
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1 Let all things now liv-ing a song of thanks-giv - ing
2 By law God en - forc-es, the stars in their cours - es,
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to God our Cre - a - tor tri - um-phant-ly raise;
the sun in its or - bit o - be-dient-1ly shine;
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who fash-ioned and made us, pro - tect - ed and stayed us,
the  hills and the moun-tains, the riv - ers and foun-tains,
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by guid - ing us on to the end of our days.
the depths of the o0 - cean pro - claim God di - vine.
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God’s ban-ners are o'er us; pure light goes be - fore us,
We too should be voic-ing our love and re - joic -ing;
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a pil - lar  of fire shin-ing forth in  the night
with glad ad - o - ra - tion, a song let us raise,
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Written for an easy-to-sing folk melody familiar in England as well as Wales, this 20th-century North
American text bears many resemblances to both Psalm 148 and the traditional canticle Benedicite, ommnia opera
Domini (Bless the Lord, all you works of the Lord).

TEXT: Katherine K. Davis, 1939, alt. ASH GROVE
MUSIC: Welsh folk melody; harm. Gerald H. Knight, 20th cent. 6.6.11.6.6.11.D
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CREATION AND PROVIDENCE
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till shad-ows have van-ished, all fear - ful - ness  ban-ished,
till  all things now liv - ing u - nite in thanks - giv - ing:
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as  for - ward we trav - el from light in - to light
to God in  the high-estt ho - san - na and praise!



ADORATION

O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 610
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10 for  a thou - sand  tongues to sing my
2 The name of Je - sus charms our fears, and
3 Christ speaks, and lis - tening to  his voice new
4 My gra - cious Mas - ter and my God, as -
5 To God all glo - 1y praise, and love be
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dear Re-deem - er’s praise, the glo - ries of my
bids our sor - rows cease, sings mu - sic in the
life the dead re - ceive; the mourn - ful wak - en
sist me to pro - claim, to  spread through all the
now and ev - er given by saints be - low and
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God and King, the tri - umphs of God'’s grace!
sin - ner’s ears, brings life, and health, and peace.
to re - joice; the poor in heart be - lieve.
earth a - broad the hon - ors  of thy name.
saints a - bove, the church in earth and heaven.
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SPANISH KOREAN
1 Mil voces para celebrar 1 7 o] YA e
a mi Libertador, I o 7hA A
las glorias de su majestad, U 45 T 255
los triunfos de su amor. = zhEshA

This text comes from an eighteen-stanza hymn the author wrote to mark the first anniversary of his life-
changing conversion experience. It is now customarily the first hymn in Methodist hymnals worldwide. This
tune, adapted from a German composer, is the usual North American setting.

TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1739, alt.; Spanish trans. Federico J. Pagura;
Korean trans. The United Methodist Korean Hymnal Committee, 2001

MUSIC: Carl Gotthelf Glaser, 1828; arr. Lowell Mason, 1839

Spanish Trans. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House (admin. The Copyright Company)

Korean Trans. © 2001 The United Methodlist Publishing House (admin. The Copyright Company)
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Breathe on Me, Breath of God 286
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1 Breathe on me, Breath of God; fill me with life a - new,
2 Breathe on me, Breath of God, un - til my heart is pure,
3 Breathe on me, Breath of God, till 1 am whol - ly thine,
4 Breathe on me, Breath of God, so shall 1 nev - er die,
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I may love what thou dost love, and do what thou wouldst do.

un - til with thee 1 will one will, to do and to en - dure.
un - til this earth-ly  part of me glows with thy fire di - vine.
but live with thee the per - fect life of thine e - ter - ni - ty.
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In both Hebrew and Greek, the words for “spirit” can equally well be translated as “breath” or “wind,” so it
is very appropriate to address the Holy Spirit as the “Breath of God.” This tune by an English organist has
become the customary one in North American hymnals.

TEXT: Edwin Hatch, 1878

MUSIC: Robert Jackson, 1888
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