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Serving Christ in Milledgeville

210 S. Wayne Street, Milledgeville, Georgia 31061
478-452-9394; fpchurch@windstream.net; www.fpcmilledgevilleorg
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a way of life

Followers of Christ, called to serve our community
and be an actively-engaging light to the world.

We live into our faith, inspired by our worship, encouraged by our fellowship,
empowered by our studies. As a Matthew 25 Congregation, we answer the call to
provide food and shelter to those in need. As a More Light Presbyterians
Congregation, we provide a safe and affirming worshiping community for
LGBTQIA+ persons, celebrating the uniqueness and dignity of each person as they
seek a home for their faith and confidence in the promises of God for them.




November 17, 2024
Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost

PRELUDE Andante in B flat Felix Mendelssohn
CHIMING OF THE HOUR
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

We are delighted that you have joined us this Lord’s Day. If you’d like to learn more about our

mission and ministry, we invite you to speak to Rev. Susan. Restrooms & changing table are at

the end of the hall to the left. Thank you for being with us!

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD

CHORAL INTROIT What a fellowship, what a joy divine (GTG #837, vs. 1)
CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: May we remember

Congregation: That God created.

Leader: May we remember

Congregation: That God liberated.

Leader: May we remember

Congregation: That God fed.

Leader: May we remember

Congregation: That God is still creating, God is still liberating, and God is

still feeding us.

Leader: Let this be our story.

Congregation: Let this be where we begin. Let us worship holy God.

CHILDREN’S TIME Gloria Burns

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Gracious and loving God, you call us to be stewards of your Abundance,
the caretakers of all you have entrusted to us. Help us always to use your
gifts wisely and teach us to share them generously. Send the Holy Spirit
to work through us, bringing your message to those we serve.

*HYMN 41 O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!

CALL TO CONFESSION
God promises forgiveness through Jesus Christ. In humility and faith, let us
approach God in honest confession.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our failure to be what
you created us to be. You alone know how often we have sinned in
wandering from your ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love.
By your loving mercy, help us to live in your light and abide in your ways,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

CHORAL RESPONSE O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way (GTG #837, vs. 2)
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

“When Jesus saw their faith, he said... “Take heart...your sins are forgiven.”

Amen.
GLORIA PATRI HYMN NO. 581

Glory be to the Creator, and to the Christ and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end!
Amen, amen

PEACE



ANTHEM Spirit Truth, Pure Light of Love Robert J. Powell

Spirit Truth, pure Light of Love,
Guiding Light of God above;
Make Your beacon ours;
Inspire us to shine so all may know
The radiance of the Spirit’s own
Revealing power.

Spirit Wind, sweet Song of Love,
Stirring Song of God above,
Make Your music ours;
Excite us to sing so all may know
The anthem of the Spirit’s own
Resounding power.

Spirit Fire, fierce Breath of Love,
Blazing Breath of God above,
Make Your passion ours;
Impel us to live so all may know
The fervor of the Spirit’s own
Resplendent power.
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Holy God, there is something about scripture that stirs us awake. For
when we hear of a deep love that made room for everyone at the table,
we remember that we are hungry. And when we hear of manna raining
down in the desert, we remember that we are lost. There is something
about scripture that stirs us awake, and it feels like hunger and it looks
like hope. So stir us awake, Oh God. Remind us that this story starts with
love and ends with love. We are hungry, which is to say, we are listening.

Amen.
SCRIPTURE READINGS Pew Bible Page #
OLD TESTAMENT Malachi 3:10-12 OT P 890
GOSPEL Luke 12:42-48 NTP 75
SERMON Reverend Susan Balfour
*HYMN 292 As the Wind Song

MINUTE FOR MISSION
INVITATION TO OFFERING

People of God, the Lord has given us so much. Let us praise the Lord
through our gifts for the uplift of God’s kingdom. You may present your
offering at the front of the sanctuary, or if you prefer to contribute
electronically, you can do so using the PayPal QR Code in your bulletin
or visit our website at fpcmilledgeville.org.

OFFERTORY Be Thou With Me J.S.Bach, arr. Noel Rawsthorne
*DOXOLOGY Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!



*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION
Gracious God, as we come to you today in prayer, we admit that giving is
complicated. At times it is easier to remember our shame or guilt around
giving, as opposed to your joy or generosity. We all have our money
narratives, and they affect us in different ways. So today as we offer our
gifts to you, we pray that you would re-center our narrative. Remind us
that we do not give out of shame or guilt. We do not give out of
obligation. We do not give to feel worthy. And we do not give to buy your
grace. We give out of a desire to participate. We give as a sign of
gratitude. We give because we belong to one another. We give to build a
more just and equitable world. We give because we love, and that’s what
love does. So take these gifts and remind us that we belong to one
another. Remind us that all money narratives are welcome at this table.
Remind us that whatever shame or guilt we bring with us will be washed
away with your empathy and love. Remind us, and then help us to build
that more beautiful world. In hope we pray, Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

BEARING GOD’S WORD INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN 357 The Days Are Surely Coming

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  Go in Peace. AMEN!

CHORAL BENEDICTION What have I to dread (GTG #837, vs. 3)
POSTLUDE Bourée from “Water Music” George Frideric Handel, arr. Noel Rawsthorne

The flowers today were beautifully arranged by Dana Gorzelany-Mostak, and are
given by Jennifer, Bill, and lain Flory in memory of Bill’s mother, Marty Flory, whose
birthday was November 14, and Jennifer’s mother, Ruth-Anne Morgan, whose
birthday was November 15.

Liturgy written by Reverend Sarah Are Speed, Sanctified Art and Teri Ott from Presbyterian
Outlook



Our deepest condolences to Reverend Susan Balfour on the death of her

uncle, Bob deGrandcourt. LIMITED MOBILITY

Helen Danuser

CHURCH FAMILY:

Wesley Applebury, cancer recurrence and treatment, attending seminary in Atlanta,
Columbia Theological Seminary, D. Wesley Applebury, Box 289, 701 S. Columbia Dr.,
Decatur, GA 30030

Jack Bivens, ongoing health concerns- at Autumn Lane in Gray, GA

Nan Carpenter, ongoing health concerns

Ellen Thompson, waiting on double hip replacement

EXTENDED FAMILY:

Nannette Green Allen, childhood friend of Margaret Ivester with serious health issues
Mark Archer, Sunda Coleman’s brother-in-law, hip replacement, recovering at home
Michael Bledsoe, Mary Lucik’s grandson, multiple health concerns

Nick Carruthers, Sunda Coleman’s great nephew, recovering from car accident in
hospital

Blake Connlly, Mary Lucik’s great grandson, ongoing health concerns

Taylor Croghan, Craig Callender’s niece, EDS diagnosis

Susan Eilers, Mary Lucik’s friend, cancer

Don Goggans, Elaine Goggans’ son, stage four cancer

Marshall Hodgman, Donna Gautier’s son, recovering from heart surgery at home
Alonzo Kelley, Craig Callender’s father, Stage 4 Melenoma

Velma Kelley, Craig Callender’s grandmother, ongoing health concerns

Elizabeth Knobel, Carolyn Morgan’s daughter, ongoing health concerns

Donald Lucik, Mary Lucik’s son, recovering from back surgery

Charles Morgan, Jenifer Flory’s father, in rehab center following surgery

Joanne Murphy, Kathy Carroll’s mother, ongoing health issues- at Carlyle House in
Macon

Paul Orman, Barbra Orman’s husband, ongoing health concerns

Ambriea Pearson, Sunda Coleman’s granddaughter, ongoing health concerns

Chris Pearson, Sunda Coleman’s son, recovering at home; dialysis

Shaylee Pearson, Sunda’s great-granddaughter, ongoing health concerns

Runette Pounds, Sunda Coleman’s mother, ongoing health concerns

Gloria Roberts, Bill Werts’ cousin, recovering from a traumatic fall

Bob Smart, Anne Smart’s husband, ankylosing spondylitis

Windy Spaide, Craig Callender’s sister, ongoing health concerns

Randy Stewart, Haywood Edwards son-in-law, ongoing health concerns

Ike Thomas, ongoing cancer treatments

Dudley Weathers, Anne Weathers’ husband, at home in hospice care

Wayne Woodard, Ruby Werts’ brother, diagnosed with Parkinson’s

IN ASSISTED LIVING

George and Nan Carpenter, PO Box 527, Jefferson, GA 30549

Jude Hirsch, Fellowship Home at Meriwether, 10 Meriwether Place

Nancy Holbrook, The Dublin Place, 504 Fire Tower Rd, Dublin GA 31021

Maryanne Morris, Fellowship Home at Meriwether, 10 Meriwether Place

Runette Pounds, Oaks at Lake Wildwood, Rm 109, 6191 Peake Rd, Macon, GA 31220
Suzy Smith, Savannah Court 1061 Willow Run Rd., Unit 4, Greensboro GA 30642




THIS WEEK AT OUR CHURCH: November 17- November 24

Today 9:30 Sunday School
10:15 Children’s Sunday School
11:00 Worship
12:00 Youth Group

1:00 The Bridge UMC Worship
1:30 Homeless Awareness Club
Monday 7:00 MSG
Tuesday 9:30 Food Pantry and Samaritan Ministry

12:00 Kiwanis
Wednesday 4:00-6:00AC Listening Session

6:30 Pot Luck and Bible Study

6:30 The Bridge UMC Women Bible Study
Thursday 6:00 IOBI
Sunday 9:30 Sunday School

10:15 Children’s Sunday School

11:00 Worship

12:00 Milly Free Fridge Service Opportunity
12:00 Youth Group

1:00 The Bridge UMC Worship

To give by phone, call 800-872-3283. To
send a check, please designate where you
want your gift to go on the memo line and

0

PRESBYTERIAN

T n mail to: Presbyterian Church (USA), P.O.
Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700
OUT OF CHAOS, HOPE
Offerings in November $18,680.57

Anticipated November expenses: $17,147.00
(Monthly expenditures may exceed anticipated amounts)

Join us for worship in-person, online at Facebook Live or
on the radio at 102.3 WKZR radio every week.
Sunday: 9:30AM Zoom Sunday School Class, we are
studying The Collected Sermons of Walter Brueggemann
www.Zoom.com, Meeting ID: 852 8172 1781
Passcode: 085809
Fellowship Sunday School Class, studying Living the Resurrection
by Eugene H. Peterson, meeting in the Parlor Room
10:15AM  Children’s Sunday School Class, singing, crafts and stories,
meeting in the Craft Room Upstairs
Wednesday: 6:30PM Wednesday Night Potluck and Bible Study, studying
Letters to the Romans, meeting in the Fellowship Hall

We're a

Matthew 25
\ church
. pusa.org/matthew2s




CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

461 O Worship the King,
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Addressing the first two stanzas to the singers of the hymn and the last three to God, this free paraphrase of
Psalm 104 recasts the psalmist’s imagery with baroque verve. Though it was first published in England, the
tune has been more popular in North America than there.

TEXT: Robert Grant, 1833, alt.
MUSIC: Joseph Martin Kraus, 1784, alt.

LYONS
10.10.11.11



GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

292 As the Wind Song
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Reversing the usual order, this hymn began with the music rather than the words. The composer (from
Singapore) sent this tune to the author (in New Zealand) to see what text it might inspire from her. She also
suggested the tune name, a Maori phrase meaning “Holy Spirit.”

TEXT: Shirley Erena Murray, 2004; Chinese trans. Ee Suen Wong, 2005 WAIRUA TAPU
MUSIC: Swee Hong Lim, 2004 Irregular
Text and Music © 2005 Hope Publishing Company



GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
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CHRIST’S RETURN AND JUDGMENT

The Days Are Surely Coming 357/
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1 The days are sure-ly com - ing, says God to all the earth,
2 The days are sure-ly com - ing, says Christ, the prom-ised one,
3 The days are sure-ly com - ing when we will know at last
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when you will see my prom -ise: sal - va-tion come to birth.
when you will read my warn - ing in  moon and stars and sun.
the  full -ness of God's pres - ence, God’s prom-ise, come to pass.
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My righ-teous-ness and jus-tice will spread through-out the land
Though earth and heav-en trem-ble, stand up and do not fear,
Then righ-teous-ness and jus-tice will spread through-out the land
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and you will be de - liv - ered by my al- might-y hand.
for [ am your re - deem - er, and I am draw-ing near
and we will be de - liv - ered by God’s al - might - y hand.
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This text uses imagery from Jeremiah 33:14-16 and Matthew 24:29-36/Mark 13:24-32/ Luke 21:25-36. These
passages are especially associated with the beginning of Advent, a season that looks forward to Christ’s
second coming while also preparing us to remember his first coming.
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TEXT: David Gambrell, 2009 LLANGLOFFAN
MUSIC: Welsh folk melody; Liwybrau Moliant, 1872; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906 7.6.7.6.D
Text © 2011 David Gambrell (admin. Presbyterian Publishing Corp.)



